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suBjEcTcPERIPttE’lALr Activities of Czeicii aid Slovak Refugee Political 

\v V Groups in Austria, 

I ' — jT. ' ' ‘ " ' I 

I The results of a brief survey made last year on the activities of | 

Czechoslovak refugees in Austria differ somewhat from one carried out 
this year. .In ttve .more recent study a noticeable decline in political 
activities evident. Wore than. likely,, this is due to emi^ation 
of some of the mor(S active leader^jand to the- marked deterioration in , 
the living conditions of the refug^ in. Austria *diu:ing the past * year 
which, in. turn, ijas forced the existing organizations to occupy theia^ 
selves almost entirely irith welfare problems. . ' . ' . 

At present the only two active groups are tHe Czechoslo.vak and- the. 

; Slovak Committees V Fs^^ioning as an integral,, but rather indepen.denpjT 
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Slovak Committee 3 « 
section of th^ latter^^ 
the two the SOV. seems to 



J;he Slovak: Liberation GomraitSee ,( S07) . * 

5e the mqf^. active poJ^tically. : .• ! V*. 



CZECHdStOVAK- CQI^jjTTEB 
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. The vzechoslpyajc C6i!mdtte^4*^hich i^i^ s6ine . Slovfdcs^ 
cl h l m s . eome^ six. hundred active ir^ '.-Austria i Meetings 

’Cwtral ConM^pe.e ^ ’held every .Thursday . in -Salzburk*: .Political "X-' 1;}' 

a freetCzechoslovaMa^raodjaled "after "^FTe^de^si 
: ^sa3^y ^ /to^*the. ^Qrtaito df iliMo n .pubfl^tionB are /possibly 

• \d.th whom , We spoke, inform^ us^tliat . th^ 

^\zzTii^:fb6d' a^ thei mdst needy 

' At . the ik'csent . ti^^ bEid ia:.cotiiiiig from the; 

. Ctc.ch refT^ede^.*M vrfilch'.hhs prorais'efct'b; finish; 

V^GRfxth . .f dr . th e operation of a i^t Chen . ' The sContmlt t ee . expe c t s • t’oV if ©•A;* ; * ' | 
:abcu.t:' sixty, of- the'-n^ refugees with the <^m6rfeyp -• • . ^W.;-VV 'X * 






. - Difficulties ara. an.cq^te^^^ ‘time .to‘ tl^ej -in bringihg^.w®.^]^^ . 
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•ibhte >.pref^i<jerife of - Complained ^a^^^ ^ 
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I lhe roia.wVi.i..i..; rather detailed narrative is thought to constitute 
an eloquerr. portr^e/al of the instability with 'vdiich the group has 
been culicted during the past year® I 0 ^ 

Tlie organisation has recently been in a state of flux because of 
suspicions which a la rgi? number of the members hold tov/ard certain of 
the leaders, A resume of the quarrels follows. 

Administratively the Committee is divided into the following six 
districts: 

Viden (District Vienna) with headquarters ,in Vienna, 

s. Kraj Oberosterreicli (District Upper Austria) with headquarters 
in Linz. - 

^ KraJ Salzbdr^^(Dlstrict Salzburg) with headquarters in Salzburg, 

Kraj Angli^a Zona (District British Zone) with headquarters 
in Graz, _ 

^ Kraj Innsbruck (District Innsbruck) with headquarters in 
v'-lnnsbruck:, . ' 

’ 0 “ ■ i ■ • ’ ■ ’ “ . ! 

' ‘ Kraj Voralberg (listrict Voralberg) with headquarters in 
: . Voralberg, ^ ' 

; Each' district maintains an office for the purpose off registering 
':(35R. refugees entering its territory. The district is controlled by 
a conaiiittee whose members are elected on the basis of one ''member- for 
. eyerj; twenty-five refugees registered in the,, district Each district " , 
is, former authorized to send delegates to the Central Committee pn 
.the ba^^ of one delegate for every fifty CSR refugees registered, 

. •*: Ah election 4 .of officers to the Central Committee.was ^eld in 




schedulea election on . November 4,. I 951 » 



of this election a large ^umber of refugees wQnteji tb* 
^^trrarisf Committee fr6m\Innsbxiick to Salzburg, because 

‘ : tlie' latter housed ;tl|e IRQ. Head^xrters and chfiiltable organiza- 
r itiqns spemso^^^ ?he;;iLargest 'number, of GSR refugees" in . 

Austria TO Salzburg, and new aiAvals eventually .ended 

(.This ha now been chiig^ed; they kre sent to" Weis because*' 
i;bf .the ;lack of hou^ng\^ o 
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I Dlstr:...L fcie.rt.ions were also held in Febraary 1951 in Salzburi 
ll’hose •?] tc tbe District Connnittee were: (Father. Josef PITRUN 



IK3IK ^ J s gcreta: 
settlement ;.dv: 



/wdvlsorTi N 



ntisek ZACHAR;^ 
Jaroslava POUt; 



ludolf BRINEK;} 
'^enek KRAJCAj 



irc» 



In Jime 1951 a group of refugees, following a plan instigated by- 
Josef MIK3IL then Salzburg District Coinmittee Secretary, succeeded 
in remoVinTT Father Josef PxTRUN. The remaining* co.'.anit tee members there- 



upon resiirned and were replaced byfzdfinek JAKUBlCEKl (nhairMaft’ 

MIKSIK. secretary* {Jof*ef ANTALDVSKri)1jan CECHd^LLrosOWTOTOSy (Josef 
POULj^^antisek sfciitADn and ^antisek^BALAZj) 

Although (^^aclav nY^mATV r>f 

and chairman in the absence of Dro FABRY, approved the new committee 
In Salzburg^ the majority of the CSR refugees in Salzburg refused to 
recognize it and demanded that an eledtion be held not later than 
September 2, . ‘ 

At this time CYi-TBA L and JIIKSIK, realizing that matters were getting 
oixt of hand, scheduled an election for the period October 5 ,to 7 and 
submitted their list of. candidates. MIESXK was again listed as seeV 
retary^ l^en the contem*?lated election and the list of candic^tes * , 
were annqohced, ^^^group of two hundred CSR refugees headed by VfAVROUGH J 



to rono an oppositioir committee and remove i*J[KSlE xrom tne \ 
^."BaClzburg District Committee. • \ 

r? c \ 

On October 6, 1951, Vaclav CYMBAL arrived in Salzburg and approa^ed\ 
the leaders of tne contemplated opposition coinmittee stating that he 
had been misinformed by JllKSIK and that he (CYMBAL) was willing to « 
negotiate an agreement. On October 7, FrAntisek PRET-IIL and.Frantisek 
SIMACEK, delegated to represent the opposition; met xvith CYMBAL. As 
a result of this meeting CYMBAL agreed to call off the election sche- 
duled by ^gXSIK, immediately release i^KSIK, and to transfer the. Cen- 
tral Committee to Salzburg. CYTfflAL further agreed to , ai' general elec- 
tlon, whi(^[ was to be held on October 13. 



On this date a general meeting took place to select fifteen dele- 
gates, who in turn vreH^ to elect the new Salzburg District Committee=. 

On October 15 the delegates convened and elected the following rerugees: 
VAVROUGK, ^airman; frREUIJDEHFELD J deputy icbfl1rTT|A jpj« feURFIT^ aecnnd deputy 
chalxanahj ^TLj treasurei;; PITTRICHJ secretar y? (HASDN^Ns ocialTs f cretary* 
r efht^ee consultive Pbar d; EACHAR;)(iCTRICHOVA ,) And(20DER.Y In 
addition^ .Loo^owing aeiegates were ap^inted*^ to represent Salzburg 
at the coming election Xor the Central Committee: VAVRQUCH, DITTRICH, 
ANTL, SDREK, and' Frantisek PREMIL. '' 



On November 4 a meeting of the delegates from the six districts 
ook place. The agenda Included a report by Vaclav CY/4BAL on the past • 
ctlv ltles of the Central Committee, a discussion and vote as to 
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[whether i,.k neadv^iarters o£ the Central Committee should remain in 
•Itdr^sbr iv..^ or be transferred to Salzburg, and a vote for members of 
the Central Coi:unittee. After CIMBAL finished his report, he requested 
a vote of confidence but was turned down by a large majority, vdiere- 
“^upon he quit the meeting and left for Innsbruck* The transfer of 
Central Committee Headquarters to Salzburg was agreed upon by a majo- 
rity vote, T)iose members elected to office were: VATOQUC H, cha ir man 
At£ £L/ depu ty chairrnan^ qnd treasy^ ppry DITTRICH, secretary;~^ ui^; 
zachAH* J, ~ 



On November 16 ([teheral Frantisek DASTICH^ 



Fran kfurt representa - 
^aizDurg 



tiyp of thft CQimrll^for a Free Czech arrived liT 
and agreed that the elections had been held in a legal manner. He 
promised financial support for the new Cratral Committee according to 
the provisions set forth by the Council for a Free Czechoslovakia* 
DASTICH advanced the secretary five hundred Schillings to cover ex- 
penses and then departed for Innsbruck, where he Was to liquidate the 
former Central Committee and instruct* CYMBAL to transfer the records 
to Salzburg. . 

.Members of the Salzburg group a short .time later accused DASTICH 
of having spent two days drinking with CYMBAL in, Innsbruck, of haying 
; statedi that CYMBAL had been correct in hi's actions and that the Cen— 
tr*al Committee in Salzburg had acted in an illegal manner. It was= not 
loiig before, a decrease in the number of food psircels and funds fram 
the Coijncll for a Free Czechoslovakia was noticed. ^ Consequently tne 
members jumped to the -conclusion that CYMBAL was confiscating the \ 
gifts a^d distributing them to his supporters. 

It I'a now allegqici by many refugees that the Coimcil for a Free 
t Czechoslovakia in' Washington was receiving considerable opposition, 
to its policies inMustria, ..and in an “eflCort to lessen or eliminate 
this opposition, attempted* to place individuals In key positions on 
the Central Cpinmlttee and the six. District Committees in Austria \Axo 
would support ihd enforce its policies. Caaereil Frantisek DASfIGH, 
Vaclav CYMBAL and Josef MIKSIK were supposedly such people*: 

p .... , T. ■ , ^ . . . ■ ■ 

Refugees further allege ;tiiat CYMBAL and his accomplices embezzled 
. trenthousand Schillings "during a aix-month period* The embezzl^eatB 
imputed to CX^AL were made public in a pamphlet published by (Franti- 
sek VECROSTA^ then aacretarv of , the Central Committee In Innsbruck* • 
CYMBAL and M1KS1£ vr^e^ said to have ^bezued eight biundreucloLiirs 
in. U.S* currency v;hich had been donated by organizations in Washington, 
D*C* for the constz*uction of barracks for new refugees from Czecho— 
Slovakia* In addition to the above, the refugees accuse Q^fflAL, 

V MlKSlK, and other members of their group of having ^bezzl^^an es— 

„ timated ten thousand Sdiillings monthly p 'A few intimate, but without, 
proof, that General DASTICH was also involved and that the amounts ^ 
fmbezzled greatly exceed these e3timates*c» /I 
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I On Deci^mbvr 9^ 1951, another meeting of the SalJsbnrg District 
iCoinmlttee was helci and the following members were elected to thej 
tlve Cooi^ttee rm ^^ teKOVSKT, y prP.T H^^^TYPE 

easier; (HXPSKxj^secrefearyy an(| HASDNl soc-f 



On December 33 delegates from the six districts convened i 
8 officers' of the Central Committee: (SUHEK^ president; ^OD£I 
VKTII^SKT Jand OCIIAR J General DASTICH, who was present at tfllJ 
, i4ceivCT a cml 



chos 
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of 

oting, j/eceiv^ a cc^l reception from'the assembled delegates and 
was questioned at length concerning his connections with CYMBAL* 



>se 

9 



(CYMBAL, PELTAN^ and toUBAUE^had in the meantime been 
by the Austrian police arwT’were imprisoned in Innsbruck as 
of chapces of embeza 
SUREK 



arrested 
a result 



^'UBAUE^] 

--vt^were ifei. 

nges of embezzlement placed by the following: (Dr* VATROUCH 
WICHACEO^ and ^e^TlNSKY. ) V 



»T 



the admlnletratlve pitsblems which be— 
. (Father Karel SUICECHRAST,) the leader 



General DASTICH is alleged to have visited Innsbruck in order to 
attempt to effect CYl©Al*a release* 

We fe^ that a great, deal of this dissension stems mainly from 
the extremely poor living conditions facing the refugees. The no- 
ticeable lowering of morale between our two surveys and the present 
political apathy is undoubtedly cotmected with the food problem* 

'* TOE SLOVAK COMMITTEE 

The Slovak Committee, although divided within by a difference ’'of 
views, has not been faced with 
set the Czechoslovak Committee 



of the P-roun said there are abou1^ six hundred members in 'Austria 
the present time; Of this nxuaber, about one hundred and eighty are 
in Salzburg* He pointed out that the Coramittee attempts to keep the 
activities of the group apolitical, but the majority of the members 
were inclined to side with the views of SIDOR* (Sidor stands for an 
independent Slovakia controlled by the Catholic Church* Durcansky 
is also -for an independent State with close cooperation with the 
- .Vatican, but .with no political povfers in the hands of the church* 
/SUMICHRAST^y opinion is that the latter prefers to operate under- 
'^over and by means of deceit*) The priest was rather reluctant to i 
discuss the Durcaxisky outfit at all, apparently because he was well 
aware of the latter^s alleged fascist tendencies. 

^Sumichrast stressed the ever-increasing demoralizing conditions 
under vhich the new refugees ore forced to live and the ever-dwindling 
resources available to the Committee. Funds aure received from the 
National Catholic Welfare Committee and the Association of Slovak Ca- 
tholics in America, lifhen a particularly needy case turns up, 'it is 
referred to one of these groups with an urgent appeal for adutl^onal 
aid. There 3^5^^ monthly deliveries of clothes and food. TB patients 
a^e given rations at regular intervals* Fiinds so received amount to 



about six thousand schillings per month* 
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SumichrArst said that the new Slovak refugees express themselves 
[strongly for an independent Slovak state, because, according to him, 
the more sincere communists today in the CSfi are Czechs^ Prior to 
1950 he said the refugees had been indifferent vhen asked about an 
independent Slovakia^ 

The Committee's representative in Linz I s father FABERA^ 

— >tHE SLOVAK LIBERATION COMT^ITTEE (SOV) 



The representative of the S PY in e 

manager oi an li-wi' ui,uug. r pj^t ;Ln arfavea IS 

Austria^ln April ±9k> and since that time has lived in Aurolsmuenster 
’ near Ried^ According to him, out of the six hundred Slovak refugees 
in Austria at the present time four hundred and ei^ty are members of 
the Slovak Liberation Committee (SOV), headed by Dr» Ferdinand DURCAN^ , 
JSS^ with headquarters in Argentina » The organization claims six 
thousand members iif the various western countries, two thousand of - 
which are in Germany® < The greatest portion of those in Austria are 
located el^er in Salzburg or Linz^ 

/ following memb^s are in charge pf the various areas; \ 

_lLln^fLUKACO Salz.burg: WALKOrt Kusfteln; aONGUARrilnnsbruck: (BARTEK;\ 
^t ^ed; ^'KOW&SKT^jTga^ ^ . . 

Malyhs interpretation of the political platform of the SOV is as 
follows: *^An independent Slovakia within the framework of a European * 
federation® The establishment of a good neighbor policy with the CSR, 
Hungary, Yugoslavia, and other European countries. A democratic con- 
stitution guaranteelrs f^ll rights to minority groups. Political and 
religious xreedoao Tne re-establishment of an agrarian economic systim 
in which only those industries are supported v.-hich can compete lit the 
" international market. We are opposed tq. the- present concentration on 
industrialization to the neglect of agricultural activities. 

^ — A copy, of the y|]pni->^ ]Y publicatio nf obzorj is attacheeb Jt.i,.ls 

mimeographed in Innsbruc* and includes news'itens obtained from a Sip-, 
vak resietance group with which the %V allegedly maintains liaisod> 

- Its circulation runs between six hundred and- one thousand copies Mr 
''V month; chief newspaper of the SOV Is th«/s]nvenalfa Republika} 

A published In Eluen ofl Aires by a former orpafe jeftt of a fnilt-.nrnl nryml- 
/ \zatloi LlP Slovakia, f^. st.. j.1ezaKJ tn p;rout> also "iBsues 

. a nammle u uiii ormatioh s Bienst Des Slowaki a ch en Bef reiun pr^omlites 
It^s n^nlV circulated a555Ftgrv5 I3^ fgoS jtiovg Brf . 

and Hungary, whom the SOV is attempting to atti^act wto its can®** 

SOV activities are extremely limited, in Austria'^ ^and. according to 
MALT arejsupported.by a monthly fee^df flye s chilling S Which Is; charged 
every member.. For this the member receives Obzor, with out chairi^e^ .lai 
this manner .'the group collects about tblrteenTundred schilli^e per. 
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Accc.T*i«n^ to MAI.' .. »:he SOV maintains close liaison vith the &BKy| 
uATjf-L.. gpl>’ho\ri.st Nations) In Kunich > -/ I 

Here In Austria the local Stroups meet monthly in the various 
cities mentioned above. The district leaders convene every three 
months,. *. / 

KALY v:as .-^uf stioned on the(\*/hite LecionJ an unr^ercof f r 

^pt^rabed a small radio station which formerly bTOadcast 
clandestinely to Slovakia I'rom the tiieH area of Austria (American Zone)i 
The programs present ** the views of Durcadsky and attempted to ^ouse 
in the listeners the ieslre for an independent Slovakia* Some support^ 
for the station pro! a'cly ame from certain /joverniaent agencies and 
/perhaps from the^Vatican. The -station was manned b, /dosef VICENj 
Wohann STGVMSSERj &ojtech KARAS j Karol MURGAS^ and Mian MACKO A ... MALY 
a^d he knew very little about thW station, and haivsBOthing to . .d6 with 
it. since he thotight it was no longer functionil>go The station ceased 
activities about a year ago as the result of a OSPA investigation* 

At about the same time refugees brought word th^t several White Le^ 
gion members had been arrested in- Slovakia and that the organization 
activitieff tliere had been effectively stopped* i4ALY did admit that ■ 
a small radio station now operates, for Durcansky under the name of 
*^The Voice of the Slovak Republic^i^ but he -declined to jreveal any 
additional inforraation without the prior approval of Durcansl^* He 
added that pertinent information on ity activities is known to the 
^erican eutharitles In FrankfHirt* 

Since it ;had been reported that- Durcansky had made attempts to 
get more support from .the Vatican, we asked wkly »dio was in ^arge 
of tlie organisation IrUReetCT^ He s:<tld that the sovyg renrenentatlye 
there Is a certain (pf, ZBLEINKAl vihb is presently employed as a libra«* 
rian In the Vatican libirary* / 

MALY etajbed that KRAJCOVXC. the leadei^'of the National Committee 
for. the' Liberation of Slovakia in Washin^bn^ was attempting to bring 
the SOV into his organization, but he coud offer no details on the * 
progress of the negotiations* ^ 



A rather interesting letter was sent last year by MALY 
General ALABANJ^ih Munich in vdiich the former stated that the SOV" * 
could supply the. ABN (Anti-Bol^evlat Block of Nations^) with two re« 
glments o£ Slovak soldiers* One regiment could be formed at aUy time 
in Europe; the remainder of the men were to be found in the ^ited 
States, Canadaj and .Argentina* MAI.T further Informed the General * 

„ othat their fUnlts were ready to fight against thd. coamnuhists for. the 
. x?e«>estabil6hmeht of the Slovak Republic, but only oii European, aoll* 

’ f^Ke^then offered certain suggestions -for the estabH^meat of an ABN 
^ army.* The letter has been reproduced in it.s entix^y as an enolosure 
to this despatch. * J" . 



coNFii; 



bimTION 



■m 












Pageu i-..oT • 

Dcsp. N0.JL549 
Fronw^Ttteiann 



>rD)]j\^TI AL SEC U RITY IWFOE 

( datvficatloa) 



— Pagt 

^1 JI£n^ No- 
Desp. No. 

Fww" _ 



I In order to f;ive a clearer picture of the SOV’s platform we have 
lenclosen a copy of letter v/hich Durcansky sent to Dr* Adenauer lasti 
year.' Although It does ::ot touch directly on. the activities of the 
Austrian branch, we have decided to include it for the extra light it 
^eiis on the organization *3 activities. In letter Durcansky 
places the guilt for the expulsion of the German elements from Slovakia 
on the Czechs and demands that those responsible for the atrocities 
committed against the Germans and the Slovaks and who after February 
1943* fled to the best be brou^t before a court and punished* He 
then .says the SOV feels that as soon, as the communists are defeated’, 
all people v/ho v/ere expelled should have the privilege of retiirhing 
to Slovakia as citizens nith full ri^ts. ' • 

In the proclamation aftt* ched to the letter, D^cansky accuses the 
Czechs of employing imrJoral and undemocratic laethods in maintaining 
their hold over the Slovaks and of selling themselves out to the 
Russians. He then states that the Slovaks \/ill fi^t the attempts 
of certain political groups and international institutions who, al- 
though' proclaiming democratic principles, ai^ supporting the establish- 
ment of another Czechoslovakia after the defeat of the present regimeo 

; ‘ ^ • % 

It is believed that FALY did not give a complete picture of the 
SOV *s activities in Austria during the .interview out of fear that the 
AmeidLcan authorities v/ould disapprove of' its concentration on its . " 

spru^glQ for an independent Slovakia. The Ktabassy, however^ 

. continue Its efforts to. follow the SOV^s local unaerco.ver activities. 

In Conclusion, one -can say that the Czech cuid Slovak refugees 
in' Austria are faced with the problem of^^devoting most of their time 
to. welfare activities, and that until the (living conditions are im- 
proved, Ijittle attention will be paid to political operations. Per—, 
haps this situation will beg^corrected in the near, future In the event 
that KSA funds are used for-x*efugee maintainance. ' * 



. Action 



Department please pass copies, to peripheral pos^si, 






' Walter Dovrllhg / 
Acting High Commissioiier 



feiclosures: 1« Letter from Maly ^ Aljabanda 

2. Letter from DurcansVyjbo Adenauer 
3*» Copy of Gbzor (With original copy only) 



Copy to Ainembassy; Prague 



c > CONFIDE 



c 3- 




